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References for electronic sources end in a retrieval statement consisting of 

the following basic information:  

Retrieved month, day, year, from electronic address (do not include a full 

stop at the end of the URL as this might be mistaken as part of the electronic 

address). 

When resources are accessed via databases such as ProQuest or PsycINFO 

include a retrieval statement that consists of the date of retrieval and the 

name of the database. 
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2. In-text Citations 

In-text citations mark the places within your assignment where you use information or ideas 

from the work of others. For example, when you directly quote or paraphrase someone else’s 



work. These citations demonstrate your ideas are based on sound evidence and provide basic 

information for locating sources in the reference list. 

An in-text citation consists of the author's surname, the year of publication and the page number 

(for direct quotes). If you are quoting or paraphrasing an author and want to emphasize the 

author’s contribution, then your citation becomes 'author prominent'. The citation will look 

something like this: Jones (2012) has concluded that... 

If you wish to emphasize the information you have paraphrased or quoted from an author, then 

your citation becomes 'information prominent'. The citation will look something like this: The 

study concluded that... (Jones, 2012). 

In-text citation examples 

Two 

authors 

Madden and Hogan (1997) OR (Madden & Hogan, 1997) 

Note that '&' turns into ‘and’ when the authors’ names are outside of the 

brackets. 

Three to 

five 

authors 

Guerin, Labor, Morgan, Reesman, and Willingham (2005) found … 

Cite all authors the first time the reference occurs. 

Guerin et al. (2005) found … 

In subsequent citations, include only the surname of the first author followed by 

"et al.". 

Six or 

more 

authors 

(Girad-Perregaux et al., 2003) OR Girad-Perregaux et al. (2003) 

Cite only the surname of the first author followed by et al. and the year from the 

first citation. Include all authors, up to seven, in the reference list. 

No 

authors 

(Employment the Professional Way, 2000) 

OR 

...the book Employment the Professional Way (2000) 

Secondary 

Source 

(source 

within a 

source) 

Carini and Hogan’s study (as cited in Patton, 2002) OR 

"origins of neuralgia” (Carini & Hogan, as cited in Patton, 2002, p. 2154). 

If you find information in a book or article that the authors are citing from 

somewhere else, and you want to cite it in your own work, use “cited in” in your 

in-text citation. In the example above, Carini and Hogan’s study is the original 

source and Patton is the secondary source where the study was mentioned. The 

secondary source is what you would include in your reference list. 

 

 


